ABSTRACT

In many societies, the phenomenon of suicide provides a particularly powerful example of how
something sinister might ‘run in the family’. In the Acholi sub-region of northern Uganda,
concerns about its capacity to spread increased during and after the Lord’s Resistance Army war.
Based on interviews with bereaved families in 2016 and historical material on suicide, we offer an
analysis of suicide as an approach to the contagious connections of kin. Successful and attempted
suicides were often preceded by affective contamination of family relations through feelings of
neglect, humiliation, abuse, indignation and resentment that made hearts bitter. Anger finally
moved people to take their lives, often leaving behind questions of liability. Suicide requires that
we consider these questions together with notions of personhood and mutuality of being. The
concept of affective contamination contributes to the understanding of both suicide and contagious
kinship connections.



